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Environmental Conditions and Constraints

Study Purpose
The GTA West Corridor has been identified in
the as a strategic link between
Urban Growth Centres located west of the
Greater Toronto Area.

This study will address existing and future
transportation capacity deficiencies within the
corridor by considering additional capacity for
a 30-year planning horizon and beyond.

Growth Plan

The Study received EA Terms of
Reference approval in March 2008.

The Study Process Stage 1 -
Alternatives To (Options) was
initiated at that time. We have taken
additional time to carefully integrate
with Metrolinx- study
process.

The Big Move
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Key features include:

The built-up portions of existing municipalities including Vaughan, Brampton, Bolton, Acton, Georgetown, Milton and Guelph

Future development areas and new areas designated for growth in Bolton, Vaughan, Brampton, Halton Hills and Wellington

Numerous villages and hamlets such as Kleinburg, Cheltenham, Terra Cotta, Glen Williams and Rockwood

The existing environment in the Preliminary Study Area is unique and has many significant and sensitive natural, land use,
social, economic and cultural features

To date, environmental information has been collected from secondary sources and discussions with agencies, municipalities
and the public

As the study progresses, environmental investigations will continue at a greater level of detail to make certain that all aspects of
the environment are considered in the decision-making process
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LIST OF MAPS available in the

Report (July 2008) include:

Draft Overview
of Environmental Conditions and Constraints
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Niagara Escarpment, Oak Ridges Moraine,
Greenbelt
General Quaternary and Bedrock Geology
Wellhead Protection Areas
Aquatic Resources
Species of Conservation
Wetlands
Wildlife Habitat
Wooded Areas
Interior and Deep Interior Forest
Niagara Parks and Open Space / Type of Areas
Areas of Natural and Scientific Interest
Municipal Land Uses
Land Capability for Agriculture
Recreation and Trail Maps
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Pits and Quarries
Utility Lines
Bruce to Milton Transmission Reinforcement Project
Waste Sites
Zones of Archaeological Potential
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Study Schedule

This study is proceeding within a policy framework based on approved provincial planning policies, and as such, the Goals
and Objectives for this study are consistent with the key principles, themes and directions of these policies. Study goals are
presented below - attached to the 3 environmental areas.

Study Goals and Objectives will be used to:

Identify Problems and Opportunities and

To establish Evaluation Criteria and the Evaluation
of Options
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Protect our natural environment –
resources, features and systems.

Protect our unique and important
cultural and heritage resources.

Optimize public investment through wise
use and management of existing

infrastructure.

Support economic links between
Regional Nodes, Regional Centres and

intermodal facilities.

Support trade through efficient and
reliable transportation systems.

Support tourism through multi-modal
transportation.

Facilitate the development of Urban Growth
Centres as defined in the for

the Greater Golden Horseshoe.
Growth Plan

Maintain the character of rural and
agricultural communities.

Support municipal land use plans within the
GTA West Corridor Preliminary Study Area.

Protect for long-term transportation
improvements required to support planned
growth and connectivity of the Provincial

and inter-regional transportation networks.

Environment

Economy Community

See
Document at the Reference Table.

Goals and Objectives

Reference Table:

The mapping database for this study
includes a vast range of physical features
that will be used to identify constraints and
opportunities later in the study process.

Reference Table:

Please view the

at the Reference Table

Draft Overview of Environmental
Conditions and Constraints Report (July 2008):


