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1  INTRODUCTION AND PURPOSE 
The first round of Public Information Centres (PICs) was held regarding the GTA West 
Corridor Environmental Assessment Terms of Reference.  The purpose of the PICs was 
to present and seek comment on, the draft Terms of Reference (ToR). 

The PICs were arranged as follows: 
Monday April 16 2007 Wednesday April 18, 2007 

Holiday Inn Select 
Brampton – Caledon Room 
30 Peel Centre Drive 
Brampton, ON 

Le Jardin Special 
Events Centre –Venetian Room 
8440 Highway 27 
Woodbridge, ON 

4:00 to 8:00 p.m. 4:00 to 8:00 p.m. 
Monday April 23, 2007 Tuesday April 24, 2007 

River Run Centre – Canada 
Company Hall 
35 Woolwich Street 
Guelph, ON 

Cultural Centre – Gallery 
9 Church Street 
Georgetown, ON 

4:00 to 8:00 p.m. 4:00 to 8:00 p.m. 

At the request of Caledon Council, the Project Team arranged an additional PIC in the 
Town of Caledon on May 8th, 2007 at the time and location listed below.  

Tuesday, May 8, 2007 
Brampton Fair Grounds – Hall 
4269 Heart Lake Road 
Caledon, ON 

4:00 to 8:00 p.m. 

MTO and Consultant representatives of the Project Team attended the PICs.  The PICs 
were held as drop-in centres with display panels that presented contents of the draft EA 
Terms of Reference, mapping of existing conditions and information for providing 
comments.  The Project Team representatives participated in discussions with the 
attendees to address questions and concerns. 

The draft EA Terms of Reference was made available for review as well as supporting 
policy documents.   
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2  PUBLIC NOTIFICATION 

 Newspaper Notification 
To provide advance notification of the first round of Public Information Centres, an 
Ontario Government Notice (Notice of Public Information Centre #1) was placed in the 
following newspapers on the following dates.  Refer to Appendix A for a copy of the 
notice. 

 DAILY NEWSPAPERS   
1) Toronto Star Sat April 7, 2007
2) The Guelph Mercury Sat April 7, 2007 Sat April 14, 2007
  
 TRI-WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS 
3) Mississauga News Sun April 8, 2007 Fri April 13, 2007
4) Brampton Guardian Wed April 4, 2007 Wed April 11, 2007
  
 BI-WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS 
5) Caledon Enterprise Sat April 7, 2007 Sat April 14, 2007
6) Vaughan Citizen Thurs April 5, 2007 Thurs April 12, 2007
7) Guelph Tribune Fri April 6, 2007 Fri April 13, 2007
8) Georgetown Acton Independent Wed April 4, 2007 Fri April 13, 2007
9) Milton – The Canadian Champion Fri April 6, 2007 Tues April 10, 2007
    
 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS   
10) Caledon Citizen Wed April 4, 2007 Wed April 11, 2007
11) King Township Sentinel Wed April 4, 2007 Wed April 11, 2007
12) The Erin Advocate  Wed April 4, 2007 Wed April 11, 2007
13) Le Metropolitain (French) Wed April 4, 2007 Wed April 11, 2007
14) Turtle Island News Wed April 4, 2007 Wed April 11, 2007
15) Tekawennake New Credit Reporter Wed April 4, 2007 Wed April 11, 2007
16) The Halton Compass Thurs April 5, 2007 Thurs April 12, 2007

To provide advance notification of the additional Public Information Centre arranged in 
the Town of Caledon, an Ontario Government Notice (Notice of Additional Public 
Information Centre) was placed in the following newspapers on the following dates.  
Refer to Appendix A for a copy of the notice. 

NEWSPAPER   
Caledon Enterprise Sat April 28, 2007  
Caledon Citizen Wed May 2, 2007  

2.2  Website Update 
The project website (www.gta-west.com) was updated to include the dates, times and 
locations of the PICs, as well as a link to an electronic copy of the Ontario Government 
Notice.  In addition, the PIC display material package was made available for the public 
to download, as well as the maps of existing conditions available separately at a higher 
resolution.  

The project website was also updated prior to the additional PIC in Caledon to include 
the date, time and location of the PIC, including a link to the Ontario Government Notice.  
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2.3  E-Mail / Letter Notification 
Letters were sent directly to individuals on the Project Team’s External Agency mailing 
list (including representatives of the Municipal Advisory Group and Regulatory Agency 
Advisory Group) and to approximately 150 interest groups on March 30th, 2007.  

Individuals on the study mailing list, including those who requested to be added to the 
study mailing list through webform, e-mail, fax, telephone or letter, were also sent a letter 
on March 30th or an e-mail on April 3rd, 2007, depending on the preferred method of 
contact.  

A correction notice advising of an error in the dates included in the initial letter was sent 
by e-mail or Fed EX on April 11th, 2007 to all agencies and individuals who received the 
initial letter.  This error was not in any other notification materials and did not result in 
any notable concerns by the public.  

E-mails / letters were sent to interest groups and members of the public mailing list in the 
Caledon area on April 27th, 2007 advising of the additional PIC arranged for May 8th, 
2007. 

Refer to Appendix A for a copy of the letters. 
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3.  MATERIAL FOR DISPLAY, REFERENCE, COMMENT AND 
OUTREACH 

3.1  Display Panels 
The display panels presented at the Public Information Centre were organized in the 
following order: 

Background and Context 

• Welcome to the PIC  
• Introduction and Overview 
• Preliminary Study Area 
• Overview 
• Provincial Policy Context 
• Purpose of the EA Study 
• Population Change 
• Overall Planning Process 

Contents of the Draft Terms of Reference 

• EA Process 
• EA Process – Stage 1  
• EA Process – Stage 2 
• Approach for Assessing Alternatives 
• Alternatives to the Undertaking 
• Assessing Alternatives to the Undertaking 
• Assessing Alternative Methods 
• Consultation Goals and Objectives 
• Consultation Plans 
• Outreach and Consultation 
• Community Advisory Group 

Existing Conditions 

• Existing Conditions – Environmental and Land Use Data Collection 
• Preliminary Study Area (map) 
• Existing Major Transportation Infrastructure (map) 
• Existing and Proposed Development (map) 
• Existing Land Use Policy Areas (map) 
• Existing Designated Features (map) 
• Existing Drainage System (map) 
• Summary of Core Messages 
• Providing Your Comments 
• What’s Next 
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Handouts of display panels were provided upon request to members of the public at the 
PIC.  In accordance with the French Language Services Act, the display material was 
available in French to anyone who requested it at all PICs. Refer to Appendix B for a 
copy of the display material presented at the PICs. 

3.2  Draft Terms of Reference and Reference Materials 
Copies of the GTA West Corridor Environmental Assessment draft Terms of Reference 
were available for the public to review, and copies were provided upon request.  

Other Provincial policy documents were made available for reference, such as the: 

• Provincial Policy Statement (MMAH, 2005) 
• Places to Grow: Growth Plan for the Greater Golden Horseshoe (MPIR, 2006)  
• Greenbelt Plan (MMAH, 2005) 
• Niagara Escarpment Plan (MNR, 2005) 
• Oak Ridges Moraine Conservation Plan  (MMAH, 2002) 
• Canadian Environmental Assessment Act (CEAA, 2004) 
• The Ontario Environmental Assessment Act (MOE, 1990) 

3.3  Comment Sheets and Community Advisory Group (CAG) Application Forms 
Comment sheets were available for members of the public to fill out at the PIC or to send 
in by May 18th, 2007 by e-mail, fax or mail.  

Application forms were also available for individuals interested in participating on the 
Community Advisory Group. These forms were provided at a “sign-up station” in front of 
the PIC display providing information on the CAG.  
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4.  ATTENDANCE / SUMMARY OF COMMENTS 
A total of 378 members of the public chose to sign the visitor’s register for the five Public 
Information Centres.  

In addition to verbal comments, the Project Team representatives encouraged visitors to 
submit written comments regarding the information presented.  At the PICs, 64 written 
comment sheets were collected.  In addition, 14 comment sheets from the PICs were 
received via webform, e-mail, fax or mail.  The following is a breakdown of attendance 
and number of comments submitted by PIC date/venue 

Date / Location Attendance Written Comments 
Received 

April 16 2007,  Brampton 42 9 

April 18 2007,  Woodbridge 45 6 

April 23 2007,  Guelph 79 22 

April 24 2007,  Georgetown 72 2 

May 8 2007,  Caledon 140 25 

Total Comment Forms 
Received at the PIC 

 64 
 

Total CAG Application Forms 
Received 

 12 

Total Comment Forms 
received via Fax, mail, e-mail 
or webform 

 14 

Total 378 92 

The Project Team responded to all written comments received by fax, e-mail, webform 
and letter. Complete copies of the comments and responses provided are bound under 
separate cover. All personal information has been removed consistent with the Freedom 
of Information and Protection of Privacy Act. 

The following table summarizes the key comments, issues and concerns raised during 
the first round of PICs.  The comments submitted at the PICs, as well as the responses 
provided (if applicable), are bound under separate cover. 

 

Summary of Written Comments Submitted # 
Preliminary Study Area  
• Extend the Preliminary Study Area to the north 8 
• Extend the Preliminary Study Area to the east (to Peterborough) 2 
• Extend the Preliminary Study Area to the north-east 1 
• Extend the Preliminary Study Area to the west to include Kitchener Waterloo 1 
• Extend the Preliminary Study Area at the north-west end to allow proper 

corridor connections around Guelph Lakes  
1 

• Your Preliminary Study Area divides Puslinch township 1 
• How were the boundaries for the Preliminary Study Area determined? 1 
Timeframe / Scope of the Study  
• The (EA and planning) process takes too long / Start as soon as possible 5 
• The Province needs to look at the “big picture” in transportation planning 4 
• The planning horizon timeframe should be at least 50 years 2 
• Please clarify the timelines in this process 1 
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Summary of Written Comments Submitted # 
Transportation Problems and Opportunities  
• Concerned that development is closing off corridor opportunities. Land should 

be secured as soon as possible. 
3 

• Consider north/south connections 3 
• Frustrated with current traffic congestion 6 
• Use existing corridors (i.e. Highway 7 line by-passing towns along the way, CN 

rail line corridor, CPR Rail lines) to avoid unnecessary impacts  
2 

• GO Train improvements are needed 2 
• The GTA is a “bottle-neck” for traffic 2 
• The corridor must be connected to Fort Erie 1 
• Efficient truck transportation routes are needed 1 
• Improvements to Highway 6 (realignment from Freelton to Morriston) are a 

higher priority / Currently Highway 6 South is totally inadequate 
1 

• An extension of the Hanlon to connect to Highway 6 near Marden is needed 1 
• Hanlon Interchanges are needed 1 
• Evaluate the GTA West Corridor connection to Highway 7 / 401 West  1 
• Consider the Waterloo Regional Airport 1 
• Traffic lights are a problem in the study area 1 
Travel Demand Analysis  
• Consider population demographics in the traffic analysis (i.e. aging population) 3 
• How will fluctuations in oil prices be considered in the travel demand analysis? 

Demand scenarios will change with rising oil prices 
3 

• MTO needs to not only consider ways to accommodate demand, but ways to 
change demand to more sustainable modes of transportation 

1 

Alternatives  
• Prefer rail transportation solutions / Improve rail transportation  16 
• Consider alternatives to a new road / A highway is not wanted  11 
• Prefer public transit transportation solutions / Improve public transit 9 
• Rail should be the preferred alternative for moving goods / industry 7 
• Expand GO Train service  6 
• Prefer transportation solutions that encourage carpooling 3 
• Provide a corridor that by-passes Toronto 4 
• Prefer transportation demand management solutions (i.e. improved public 

transit, infrastructure for cyclists, and pedestrians) 
4 

• Focus on improving existing infrastructure 3 
• Improve inter-modal connections  2 
• Expand a high speed transit link from Union to the airport 2 
• Expand GO bus service 1 
• Provide traffic round-a-bouts 1 
• Connections will be needed to existing highways (401/407/427 etc.) 1 
• An Air Transportation solution has too many negative effects (i.e. noise, 

greenhouse gas emissions) 
1 

• Prefer subway transportation solutions 1 
• Expand VIA rail service between K-W, Cambridge, Guelph and Toronto 1 
• The corridor must connect to Fort Erie 1 
• Consider rapid-rail solutions that are alternatively-fueled 1 
• A corridor through the Oak Ridges Moraine is a reasonable compromise 1 
• Buy back the 407 and expand it 1 
Environmental Effects / Evaluation of Alternatives  
• Protect agricultural lands/ agricultural operations, and the interests of farmers 

and rural landowners 
15 

• Concerned about the negative effects associated with a new Highway / 
transportation by single-occupancy vehicles (i.e. disruption of environmentally 

10 



GTA West Corridor Environmental Assessment Terms of Reference  
Consultation Record 
Public Information Centre 1 Summary Report  

June 2007   Appendix G ¸ Page 9 

Summary of Written Comments Submitted # 
sensitive areas, air quality concerns, human health)  

• Protect features of the natural environment (i.e. groundwater, air quality, 
climate change, environmentally sensitive areas) 

9 

• Protect conservation areas (i.e. the Oak Ridges Moraine, the Greenbelt, and 
the Niagara Escarpment) 

7 

• Protect features of the socio-economic environment (i.e. noise, human health, 
established communities, property expropriation) 

6 

• Concerned about negative effects associated with urban sprawl 6 
• Concerned about current land use development occurring in the study area 2 
• How will air quality and climate change be factored into this process? 2 
• Include a “cost” factor in the evaluation of Alternatives to the Undertaking 1 
• Consider wildlife corridors and migration routes in future stages of the process, 

and wildlife crossings 
1 

• Aggregate is not a “land use” factor.  1 
Public Consultation  
• Dissatisfied with the consultation process, generally, in MTO EA studies 2 
• More time is needed to comment on the draft ToR 2 
• How do I become involved on the Community Advisory Group? 2 
• Please keep Puslinch council updated on this 1 
• A PIC in Caledon would be appreciated 1 
• Suspect plans have already been finalized 1 
• This event was well publicized 1 
• Thanks for providing a PIC in Caledon 1 
Accuracy of Public Information Centre Display Materials  
• Show the Galt, Paris and Moffat Moraines (the “Horseshoe Moraines”) 1 
• Illustrate the “Peel Plain”, one of Canada’s most fertile stretches of land 1 
• The map of natural areas was very incomplete (e.g. very few woodlots, no 

ESAs in Wellington etc) 
1 

• Highway 7 no longer exists in Peel Region, as shown on your map 1 
• Highway 410 extension to Mayfield is under construction and should be shown 

on your map 
1 

• Many of the railway lines on the maps have not existed for as much as 40 
years 

1 

Growth Plan / Greenbelt Plan  
• Revise the Greenbelt Plan/ Act 3 
• Direct population/employment growth and development to locations elsewhere 

in the Province 
3 

• ‘Places to Grow’ is about getting people to work where they live and reduce 
commuter traffic 

3 

• Development is ‘leap-frogging’ the Greenbelt 2 
Funding / Pricing / Operating Schedules  
• There needs to be better incentives to get people on transit / goods on rail  7 
• Consider alternative funding mechanisms (i.e. tolling, a levy on new home 

construction) 
2 

• Consider subsidies for rail  transportation solutions 1 
Other Studies/ Resources to Consider in the EA study  
• Consider the Business Case for Improved Rail Passenger Service by the North 

Mainline Municipal Alliance 
1 

• Consider the Highway 7 Role and Function Study (MTO, 2001) 1 
• Consider the Township of Puslinch Groundwater Study (Gartner Lee, 1985) 1 
• Consider the Pembina Report (2005) 1 
• Consider the Richmond Landfill Decision (2003) 1 
• Consider transportation solutions from other jurisdictions / internationally 1 
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Summary of Written Comments Submitted # 
General  
• It is difficult to comment on the study when you are not showing potential 

routes 
3 

• People should get out of their cars 2 
• Change everything 2 
• MTO has come a long way in improving the planning process in recent years 1 
• The Project Team should physically tour the study area 1 
Requests for More Information  
• Please add me to the mailing list / keep me posted 5 
• Please provide a copy of the draft Terms of Reference 3 
• Please provide a copy of the PIC display material 1 
Requests for More Information on other MTO Studies  
• Comments on the 410 extension 3 
• Please provide more information on the 427 extension 1 
• If justified by identified problems and opportunities, will MTO re-activate its EA 

study from Cambridge to Guelph? 
1 
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ONTARIO GOVERNMENT NOTICE

NOTICE OF ADDITIONAL PUBLIC 
INFORMATION CENTRE

GTA West Corridor - Environmental Assessment (EA) 
Terms of Reference

THE STUDY

The Ontario Ministry of Transportation is working to provide for the efficient movement of people 
and goods within the context of the province’s Growth Plan for the Greater Golden Horseshoe. To 
support the policy directions in the Growth Plan, MTO has commenced the formal environmental 
assessment (EA) process for the GTA West Corridor. The purpose of this study is to examine long-
term transportation problems and opportunities and consider alternative solutions to provide better 
linkages between Urban Growth Centres within the GTA West Corridor.  

THE PROCESS

This study is being undertaken as an Individual EA in accordance with the Ontario Environmental 
Assessment Act. The first step of the process requires that a Terms of Reference (ToR) be prepared 
and submitted to the Minister of the Environment for approval. The ToR outlines how the EA study 
will be undertaken. A draft Terms of Reference is now available for review on the GTA West 
website (www.gta-west.com). Interested persons are encouraged to review and comment on the 
draft ToR by May 18, 2007.  

Once comments are received, the ToR will be revised and submitted to the Minister of the 
Environment for an approval decision. As part of the legislated approval process, the Minister of the 
Environment will initiate a formal public review of the ToR to assist in making an approval decision. 
During this formal review process, there will be a second opportunity to comment on the ToR.

PUBLIC CONSULTATION

Four Public Information Centres (PICs) were recently held, 
and advertised in local newspapers, within the Preliminary 
Study Area to allow the public an opportunity to review and 
comment on the draft ToR. An additional Public Information 
Centre (PIC) has now been arranged at the date and location 
in the adjacent table. The PIC will be conducted as a drop-
in format with members of the Project Team available to 
discuss the study and to respond to questions or concerns. 

COMMENTS

Comments and information regarding this project will be collected to assist the Project Team. 
This material will be maintained on file for use during the project and may be included in project 
documentation. Comment forms and study information are available on the project website: 
www.gta-west.com. Information collected will be used in accordance with the Freedom of 
Information and Protection of Privacy Act and the Access to Information Act. With the exception of 
personal information, all comments will become part of the public record. For further information, 
or to be added to the mailing list, please visit the project website or contact: 

Mr. Jin Wang Mr. Neil Ahmed, P. Eng. 
Project Co-ordinator Consultant Project Manager
Ontario Ministry of Transportation McCormick Rankin Corporation
Provincial and Environmental Planning Office 2655 North Sheridan Way
301 St. Paul Street, 2nd Floor Mississauga, ON  L5K 2P8
St. Catharines, ON  L2R 7R4 Toll-free: 1-877-562-7947
Phone: 905-704-2117 Phone: 905-823-8500
Fax: 905-704-2007 Fax: 905-823-8503
E-mail: project_team@gta-west.com E-mail: project_team@gta-west.com 

Tuesday, May 8, 2007

Brampton Fair Grounds, Hall
12942 Heart Lake Road 
Caledon, ON

4:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.

Please visit our website at: www.gta-west.com
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March 30, 2007 
 
«Title» «FirstName» «LastName» 
«JobTitle» 
«Address1» 
«Address2» 
«City», «State» 
«PostalCode» 
 
Dear «Salutation» «LastName»:  
 
RE: GTA West Corridor Environmental Assessment (EA) Study  

Public Information Centre Round #1 
  
 
The Ontario Ministry of Transportation (MTO) has initiated an Environmental Assessment (EA) 
for the above noted study and has arranged the first round of Public Information Centres. 
 
The GTA West Corridor Planning and Environmental Assessment (EA) Study is being 
undertaken in accordance with the Ontario Environmental Assessment Act (the Act).  Prior to 
preparing an EA, the Act requires that a Terms of Reference (ToR) be prepared and submitted 
to the Minister of the Environment for approval.  If approved, the ToR will set out a framework 
that will guide the subsequent EA process.  As you may know, the Draft Terms of Reference for 
the GTA West Corridor Planning and EA Study was released for review on March 15, 2007.  
The Draft EA ToR is available on the GTA West project website (www.gta-west.com) and can 
also be reviewed at local libraries. 
 
The purpose of the first round of Public Information Centres (PICs) is to provide interested 
stakeholders and members of the public an opportunity to review and comment on the Draft 
ToR.  The PICs will be conducted as a drop-in format from 4:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.  Members of 
the Project Team will be available to discuss the study and to respond to questions or concerns. 
The dates, times and locations of the first round of PICs are: 
 

 

Mon April 16, 2007 Wed April 18, 2007 Mon April 23, 2007 Tues April 24, 2007 

Le Jardin Special 
Events Centre – 
Venetian Room 
8440 Highway 27 
Woodbridge ON 

Holiday Inn Select 
Brampton – Caledon 
Room 
30 Peel Centre Drive 
Brampton, ON 

Cultural Centre –  
Gallery 
9 Church Street 
Georgetown, ON 

River Run Centre -
Canada Company Hall 
35 Woolwich Street 
Guelph, ON  

4:00 to 8:00 p.m. 4:00 to 8:00 p.m. 4:00 to 8:00 p.m. 4:00 to 8:00 p.m. 
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We encourage all interested stakeholders and members of the public to review the Draft ToR 
and to attend the PICs. Comments on the Draft ToR are requested by May 18th, 2007.  All 
comments received will be reviewed and considered by the Project Team.  We hope to submit 
the revised ToR to the Ministry of the Environment in June 2007.  After the submission, there 
will be a second opportunity to comment on the ToR during the formal public review initiated by 
the Minister of the Environment.  
 
Should you require further information, please contact Mr. Jin Wang, Project Coordinator with 
the Ministry of Transportation, at 905-704-2117, or Mr. Neil Ahmed, the consultant Project 
Manager with McCormick Rankin Corporation, at 905-823-8500.  
 
We are committed to proactive consultation with interested stakeholders in the Preliminary 
Study Area throughout the study and we look forward to your ongoing and effective 
participation. 
 
Thank you for your interest in this important study. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 

___________________________ _________________________ 
Mr. Jin Wang Mr. Neil Ahmed, P. Eng. 
Project Coordinator Consultant Project Manager 
Provincial and Environmental Planning Office  McCormick Rankin Corporation 
Ontario Ministry of Transportation   
 
 
cc. H. Garbot - MTO 
 M. Bricks - Ecoplans Ltd. 
 




